
                 May 2013 
 
Dear Student,                                                        
  
You have selected one of the most exciting, cosmopolitan cities in the world for your fall 
semester studies. Shanghai is a stimulating magnet for innovation, talent and ambition in 
every field from business to the arts, and is a vibrant bridge between the East and West. You 
will be in Shanghai to witness and participate in an extraordinary time of China’s development 
and will even participate in history as the first class of students studying away at the NYU 
Shanghai portal campus. NYU Shanghai is unique in the world in pursuing the best of 
American higher education while immersed in China, and serves a truly diverse global student 
body, attracting great interest from within China and around the world. 
 
Daily life in Shanghai is full of possibilities. Strolling the leafy streets of former concession 
neighborhoods, peeking down stone lanes to explore "old Shanghai", and surveying the lit-up 
skyline with the tallest skyscrapers in the world, you will be surrounded by countless 
opportunities to absorb and reflect on fascinating questions of globalization and urbanization 
as they apply not only to China, but, in this interconnected age, to your own life experiences 
and the world at large.  
 
Throughout the semester, NYU Shanghai will be your home base, your support and your guide. 
Our dedicated expert faculty and staff will pave the way for you to delve into this exciting 
mega-city and connect with the human stories and multi-faceted perspectives that exist within 
Shanghai and China at large. You will have a rich range of courses to choose from in business, 
history, art, international politics, religious studies, sociology, and much more. These courses 
are complemented by excellent Chinese language classes, including a new "Practical 
Chinese" option for beginners aimed at equipping students to navigate daily life and interact 
with Chinese locals. We will also bring in interdisciplinary guest speakers and organize 
extracurricular trips throughout the semester to introduce you to interesting issues and 
locations in Shanghai and surrounding cities. If you are interested in doing an internship, we 
will have an Internship Fair at the beginning of the semester where you can meet potential host 
companies. 
 
As you prepare to spend your semester in Shanghai, think of the old Chinese proverb: “A 
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” By coming to China, you are taking the 
first step on a journey that may lead you to unexpected and thrilling places. We look forward to 
welcoming you into the NYU Shanghai community in August. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Diane Geng 
Assistant Director for Academic Affairs 


